
Turon Gates Kids
Adventure Guide

TURONGATES.COM.AU 01



53 Activities
for Kids

TURONGATES.COM.AU 02

Contents

ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS 03-05

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES 06-13

BUSHWALKS AND OUTDOOR EXPLORATION 14-18

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING 19-23

TREASURE HUNTS & OUTDOOR CHALLENGES 24-26

CONTENTS

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS 27-36

BUSH SKILLS 34-40

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES 38-46

GAMES & FAMILY FUN 44-52

50-55RELAX & WIND DOWN

53-58BONUS: ANIMAL BINGO

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=cnJ&sca_esv=a73392c086c649e8&rls=en&sxsrf=ANbL-n44LG5n8va71RRVJh-wQkVm4Pudog:1775381979598&q=Activities&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjKvu-htdaTAxWhklYBHTJDEeEQkeECKAB6BAgXEAE


Visit the Horses

ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS

Head down to the stables and say hello to the horses! 

If you've booked a pony ride, your guide can show you how to give the horses
a carrot as a treat. The trick is to hold your hand out flat like an open palm with
your fingers tucked under, so the horse can't accidentally nip them. 

Horses can get excited around food, so always have an adult with you, never
feed a horse unless it's calm and being held by someone, and never walk
behind a horse.
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Animal Spotting

ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS

Bring binoculars or just keep your eyes peeled - see who can spot the most
wildlife on your walk. Don’t forget to look in the water as well for platypus and
rakali and other native animals. Beyond the water, you might also spot eastern
grey kangaroos grazing in the grasslands, swamp wallabies hiding in the
bush, or echidnas poking through leaf litter for ants. In trees, keep an eye out
for kookaburras, possums, gliding sugar gliders at night, or colourful parrots
like rosellas and king parrots. Waterbirds such as black swans, dusky
moorhens, and white-faced herons are commonly seen, and if you're quiet,
you might even glimpse a powerful owl or a tawny frogmouth nestled in the
branches.
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Feed the Chickens

ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS

Keep your fruit and vegetable kitchen scraps and visit the chickens near the
horse stables. 

Safe Foods for Chickens: 
• Vegetables & fruits
• Grains like plain cooked rice, oatmeal, bread in moderation (as it lacks
nutrients), and plain pasta in moderation. 

Foods to Avoid: 
• Avocado skins and pits
• Green (unripe) potatoes and tomatoes
• Onions and garlic
• Citrus fruits, rhubarb leaves, uncooked beans
• Processed foods: Avoid salty, sugary, or greasy scraps like chips, chocolate,
or sugary cereals.
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Canoeing

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Paddle along the river in a canoe and enjoy a mini adventure on the water.

You might see a platypus diving below, a rakali scurrying along the bank, or a
kingfisher perched above the water so keep your eyes open! Safety first:
always bring an adult with you and bring life jackets. 

You can bring your own canoe or kayak, or hire one from our on-site team:
head to the Manager's Cabin or The Caretaker's House and (just check the
sign to see who's on duty when you visit). 
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Fishing

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Cast a line in the Turon River and see what you catch - it’s a peaceful way to enjoy
nature and maybe even catch some dinner! The river is home to fish like rainbow
trout, brown trout and sometimes you might be lucky enough to spot a Murray cod.
Before you start fishing, make sure you have your NSW fishing licence and know the
fishing seasons - some fish need protecting during certain times of the year to keep
their numbers healthy. Always follow the rules about size and how many fish you
can keep, and if you catch a small or protected fish, gently release it back into the
water so it can grow and swim another day. 
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Swimming

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Nothing beats a splash in the river to cool down after a day in the sun! The Turon River is a
super fun spot to jump in, paddle around, and splash with your family. Always check with a
grown-up before jumping in, and never swim alone. 

Swimming games: 

Marco Polo
One player closes their eyes and calls out “Marco!” Everyone else shouts “Polo!” The player
with closed eyes tries to tag someone by following the sound. If you're tagged, you
become the next "Marco!" 

Red Light, Green Light
One player is the "traffic light" and stands with their back to the group. They shout “Green
light!” - everyone swims forward. Then they shout “Red light!” and turn around. Anyone
who moves during “red light” goes back to the start. First to tag the light wins!
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Stand Up Paddle
Boarding

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

For older kids, Stand Up Paddle Boarding is a brilliant challenge - you'll need
to bring your own board from home. Once you're on the water, it's all about
balance and strength, and a great way to explore the calm stretches of the
river. For bonus points, try balancing with the dog!



Snorkeling

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Pop on some goggles and dive into an underwater adventure in the Turon River! As you
swim and explore beneath the surface, keep your eyes peeled for all kinds of fascinating
creatures and treasures. You might spot colourful fish like rainbow trout or brown trout
darting between rocks, or tiny tadpoles wiggling in the shallows as they grow into frogs.
Look closely at the riverbed and you might find smooth, shiny stones, or even water insects
like dragonfly nymphs scuttling about. If you’re very lucky and quiet, you might catch a
glimpse of a rakali swimming gracefully or platypus paddling underwater with its flat bill
and webbed feet.
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Skipping stones

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Find the perfect flat stone and see who can get the most skips - it's harder
(and more fun) than it looks!

How to skip a stone:
1.Pick the right stone – Look for flat, round, smooth stones (about the size

of your palm). Skip the lumpy or boulder-shaped ones!
2.Grip it right – Hold the stone between your thumb and index finger, with

the flattest side facing down.
3.Stand sideways – Face the water at a slight angle (not straight on).
4.Throw low and fast – Flick your wrist quickly and smoothly (like throwing

a frisbee). The stone should spin fast—this helps it skip!
5.Aim for the water – Throw slightly downward (not too high) to make the

stone bounce.
Pro tips:

Wet stones skip better! If your stone is dry, dip it in the water first.
Try different throws – Some stones skip best with a gentle flick, others
need a stronger throw.
Count your skips! See who can get 3, 5, or even 10 skips—it’s trickier than
it looks!

Bonus challenge: Can you skip a stone across the widest part of the creek?
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Water Gun Fights

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

Bring some water blasters for epic battles on hot days at the river.

Game Ideas for Water Gun Fun:
1.Target Practice

Set up cups, leaves, or even pinecones as targets.
Take turns seeing who can knock them over first!
Bonus: Use chalk to draw bullseyes on rocks or logs.

2.Capture the Flag (Water Style!)
Split into two teams and hide a "flag" (a bandana or small towel) in
your territory.
The goal? Sneak into enemy land, grab their flag, and escape without
getting soaked!
If you get hit, freeze until a teammate "revives" you by tagging you.
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Leaf Boat Races

RIVER & WATER ADVENTURES

What you will need:
• Corks
• Elastic bands or twine/string
• Toothpicks
• A pushpin or drawing pin (optional)
• Leaves

What to do:
1.Lay three corks side by side and secure them with two elastic bands to

make your boat base. Twine works too but is a bit fiddlier.
2.Poke a toothpick through the top and bottom of a leaf to make a sail. Use a

pushpin first to make a starter hole in the cork, then push the mast in.
3.Set sail on the river and race your boats downstream!

Tip: Try adding extra corks with toothpicks to build bigger, more creative
designs.

Please take your rafts home with you when you're done!
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Bushwalking

BUSHWALKS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

Bushwalking – Use the maps we provide and follow the trails with snacks and
curiosity; you’ll spot bugs, birds, and maybe even a wombat! Bring some river
shoes for fun river crossings.

Game to play while walking: Story Chain. Create a wild story together!
Start with a sentence like, "One day, a wombat found a magic stick..."
Each person adds one sentence to the story as you walk.
Get creative! The sillier, the better!
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Map and
Navigation

BUSHWALKS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

Turn your bushwalk into a real adventure - you’re in charge of the adventure!

Read the map: Find trail markers and landmarks (rivers, hills, big trees).
Pick your path: Choose between the short or long loop together.
Check in often: Stop every few minutes to confirm you’re still on the red
trail and spot the next marker.
Use your senses: Listen for the creek, smell the eucalyptus, and look for
animal tracks or burrows.
Mistakes happen: Laugh and try again - it’s all part of the fun!
Fun challenges:

Can you find the fastest route to the creek?
Can you spot three things in real life that are also on the map?
Can you find the next three trail markers without help? Race to see
who spots them first!
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Night-Time Walk

BUSHWALKS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

Night-time Walk – Grab your torch and head out for a quiet wander - listen for
crickets, owls, or the rustle of a wombat or kangaroo.Be sure to bring an adult
with you! 

Bonus games: 

Flashlight Tag: A classic game of tag where the person who is "it" tags others
by shining a light on them.

Flashlight Hide-and-Seek: Similar to regular hide-and-seek, but players hide
with flashlights turned off.
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Geocaching

BUSHWALKS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

It’s like a real-world treasure hunt with a GPS - download the app and see what’s hidden
nearby!

How to play: Pick a cache, read the clues, and search under benches, in tree hollows,
or by big rocks.
Sign the log inside to prove you found it!
Trade swag (optional) - take a trinket, but leave something cool behind.
Bring a buddy for teamwork and extra eyes!

Why it’s fun: Turn a walk into a detective mission - you might discover hidden gems in
Turon Gates or the Blue Mountains! 
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Bike Riding

BUSHWALKS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION

Bring your own bike and explore on two wheels - there's nothing like a ride
through the fresh country air! Bikes are great for getting around between the
river cabins, the mountain cabins, the campground, and the stables.

A heads up for parents: The Crown Road that runs through the property is
used by locals and other vehicles, has an unsealed surface, can be steep, and
has some drop-offs in sections so we don't recommend using it on bikes,
especially during school holidays. Please stick to the flat, open areas around
the cabins and campground.

Bonus games: 
Race your crew – Set a finish line (a big tree or rock) and see who's the fastest!
Cruise at your own pace – Take it slow and enjoy the fresh air and gorgeous
scenery at Turon.
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Cloud watching

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING

Cloud Watching – Lie on your back, point out funny shapes in the clouds, and
let your imaginations go wild.

Bonus game: Make up a story – Turn the clouds into a wild adventure with a
beginning, middle, and end. 
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Night sounds
listening

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING

Sit quietly and see who can hear the most different nighttime sounds - bonus
points if you can guess what they are!

How to Play
1.Get comfy – Lie on a picnic blanket, sit against a tree, or curl up in your

tent.
2.Turn off your torch – Let the darkness sharpen your ears.
3.Listen carefully – What strange or cool sounds can you hear?
4.Guess the source – Is that a wombat munching, an owl hooting, or crickets

singing?
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Stargazing

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING

Stargazing – When the sky’s clear, lie back and look for constellations - or just
spot the brightest stars and tell stories.

How to Stargaze
1.Find the perfect spot – Away from bright lights, like a clearing or hilltop.
2.Lie down and relax – A picnic blanket or sleeping bag makes it comfy.
3.Let your eyes adjust – After 10 minutes, you’ll see way more stars!
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Constellation
mapping

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING

Use a star map or app to spot and name the stars and constellations.

How to Map the Constellations
Grab a star map (print one out or use a stargazing app like SkyView or Star
Walk).
Find your bearings:

Use the app or map to locate the Southern Cross. 
These act as your starting points for exploring the sky.

Spot and name:
Follow the map to find bright stars and constellations.
Try to connect the dots in the sky to form the shapes of constellations
like Orion, Scorpius, or the Southern Cross.
Use the app to confirm what you’ve found—it’s like having a personal
guide!
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Photography in
nature

NATURE DISCOVERY & WILDLIFE WATCHING

Grab a camera or phone and head out to capture Turon Gates through your
own lens. There is so much to discover, from kangaroos grazing by the river to
tiny lizards sunning themselves on rocks. Every corner of the property is a
potential shot worth keeping. Print your best photos when you get home and
make a photo album to remember the trip!

Bonus challenges:
Creature Feature: Try to photograph as many different animals as you can.
Who can get the most species by the end of the trip?
Tiny World: Get up close and photograph something really small, like an
insect, a flower, or a drop of water on a leaf. You might be surprised what you
find!
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Gold panning

TREASURE HUNTS & OUTDOOR CHALLENGES

Did you know that Turon Gates sits in one of Australia’s most famous gold
rush regions? Borrow a pan from the Manager's Cabin or The Caretaker's
House (check the sign to see who's on duty) and head down to the river to try
your luck. Swirl the water, watch the sediment wash away, and keep your eyes
peeled for that telltale glint.

How to Pan for Gold:
 1. Scoop some sand and gravel from the riverbed into your pan.
 2. Dip the pan into the water and swirl it gently in a circular motion.
 3. Let the water wash away the lighter sand and dirt over the edge.
 4. Keep going until only the heaviest material is left at the bottom.
 5. Look carefully for any shiny specks. That could be gold!
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Scavenger Hunt

TREASURE HUNTS & OUTDOOR CHALLENGES

Head out and see how many things you can track down! Tick them off as you
find them and see if you can complete the whole list. Check the back of the
booklet for bonus Animal Bingo!
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 ∙ A feather
 ∙ Something smaller than your thumbnail
 ∙ Something that is two different colours
 ∙ Something yellow
 ∙ A piece of bark that has fallen from a tree
 ∙ Something that would make a good paintbrush
 ∙ A tree that has been scratched by an animal
 ∙ Something that doesn’t belong in nature (pick it up and bin it!)
 ∙ A place a wombat might sleep
 ∙ Something blue
 ∙ A rock with an interesting pattern
 ∙ Something that smells amazing
 ∙ A horse shoe
 ∙Something transparent



Slacklining

TREASURE HUNTS & OUTDOOR CHALLENGES

Find two trees close together, string up your slackline as low to the ground as
possible, and give it a go! Even one or two steps is worth celebrating - this is
harder than it looks and that's exactly what makes it so fun. You'll need to
bring your own slackline from home.

Bonus challenges:

Beat the Clock: Time how long each person can balance without falling off.
Can anyone beat their own record?

Trick Line: Once you've mastered walking across, try turning around halfway,
walking backwards, or closing your eyes for a few steps.
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Rock Painting

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

Did you know you can make your own natural paint using rocks? Collect
rocks in different colours, grind them against a wet stone, and the paste that
forms is your paint! Look out for red, yellow, and white rocks along the
riverbank for the best colours. Indigenous Australians have been making paint
this way for tens of thousands of years.

What to bring:
Paintbrushes or cotton buds
A small cup or container for water

Bonus challenge:
Face Paint: Use your rock paint to paint each other's faces or arms. Who can
come up with the most creative design?
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Nature Rubbings

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

Lay a piece of paper over a leaf, a piece of bark, or even a rock and rub a
crayon over the top. The texture underneath magically appears on the page!
Turon Gates has so many interesting surfaces to try, from the rough bark of
ancient gum trees to smooth river stones and feathers.

What to bring:
Paper
Crayons (peeling the wrapper off makes them easier to use on their side)
or pencils

Bonus challenge:
Texture Collection: See how many different textures you can capture on one
page. Can you fill the whole sheet without using the same surface twice?
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DIY Nature Bracelets

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

What you’ll need:
A sheet of card
Double-sided sticky tape
Nature finds (leaves, petals, twigs, feathers, etc.)

What to do:
1.Make your bracelet card: Cut a 22cm strip of card (as wide as you like).

Add double-sided tape along its length (use two strips for a wider
bracelet). No double-sided tape? Use duct tape wrapped around your
wrist, sticky side out.

2.Wear it: Peel the tape backing and fit the card loosely around your wrist or
upper arm.

3.Decorate: Stick your nature finds onto the bracelet as you explore.
4. Identify: Take photos of unknown items to research later.
5.Collect responsibly: Pick only fallen items or take small amounts from

large bunches to protect wildlife.
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Flower Pressing

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

What you’ll need:
Fresh flowers or leaves
Heavy books or a flower press
Paper (printer paper or coffee filters)
Scissors (optional)

What to do:
1.Collect: Pick flat flowers/leaves (daisies, gum leaves, ferns).
2.Prepare: Brush off dirt, trim stems, and arrange petals neatly.
3.Press:

Place flowers between paper sheets.
Layer in a book or use a flower press.

4.Wait: 1–2 weeks for books, 3–7 days for microwave.
5.Create: Glue dried flowers onto cardstock for bookmarks, cards, or framed

art!
Tip: Pick flowers in the morning for best results. Avoid thick leaves because
they won’t press well!
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Flower Crowns

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

Head out and gather wildflowers, grasses, and leaves from around the
property, then weave them into your very own crown. It's easier than it looks
and the results are beautiful. Instant bushland royalty!
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How to make your crown:
Pick wildflowers with stems as
long as possible.
Take your first flower and split the
stem partway to create a small
hole.
Thread the stem of your next
flower through the hole and pull
snug.
Keep adding flowers the same way
until your chain is long enough to
fit around your head.
Join the two ends together by
threading the last stem through
the first flower's stem.

Tip: Grasses and leafy stems work just
as well as flowers and make the crown
look even more wild and bushy!

Inspired by www.runwildmychild.com



Drawing or
painting nature

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

Step outside and set up your own open air art studio. With mountains, the
river, towering gum trees, and wildlife wandering past, you'll never run out of
things to draw or paint. Take your finished pieces home and you have a
holiday art collection to be proud of!

What to bring:
Sketchbook or paper
Pencils, watercolours, or whatever you like to draw with

Bonus challenge:
Holiday Collection: Try to draw or paint something different each day of your
trip. By the time you leave you'll have your own Turon Gates art exhibition!
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Build a fairy house

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS

Turon Gates is exactly the kind of magical place where fairies might live. Head
out and collect moss, bark, twigs, leaves, and any other natural treasures you
find, then build a tiny house and leave it out overnight. You never know who
might move in!

What to do:
1.Find a good spot, tucked against a tree root, under a rock, or beside the

river bank.
2.Use sticks and bark to build your walls and roof.
3.Line the inside with soft moss and leaves to make it cosy.
4.Add any finishing touches, a tiny door, a pebble path, a leaf garden.
5.Leave it overnight and check back in the morning for any signs of visitors!

Tip: The more detail you add, the more likely a fairy is to move in. Tiny
furniture made from twigs and flat rocks makes an especially good
impression.
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Find a sturdy Y-shaped stick and turn it into a loom. Weave in yarn, ribbon, or
twine, and add feathers, grasses, or flowers you find along the way to make it
unique. It's a beautiful keepsake to take home from your trip!

What you will need:
A sturdy Y-shaped stick
String
Yarn, ribbon or twine in different colours
Scissors
An embroidery needle or hair pin

What to do:
1.Tie string across the V of your stick back and forth in a figure of eight

pattern, leaving small gaps between each row. This is your loom.
2.Thread your yarn through the needle and weave it in and out of the

strings, alternating over and under each row.
3.Change colours as you go, and weave in any natural treasures you find,

like feathers, leaves or grasses.
4.Tuck in any loose ends at the back when you are done.

Branch Weaving

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS
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Sun print paper reacts to sunlight, leaving behind a beautiful blue and white
print of whatever you place on top. Collect leaves, feathers, or flowers from
around the property and turn them into artwork to take home!

What you will need:
Sun print paper (available from craft shops or online)
A selection of flat leaves, flowers or feathers
A bowl of water
A piece of glass or clear acrylic (optional but helpful)

What to do:
1.Collect flat leaves, petals or feathers and arrange them on your sun print

paper outside in direct sunlight.
2.Place a piece of glass or acrylic on top to hold everything in place, then

leave for 3 to 7 minutes until the exposed paper turns almost white.
3.Remove the objects and rinse the paper in water for at least 2 minutes.

Watch as your image disappears and then reappears in reverse!
4.Lay flat to dry, then frame it or take it home as a keepsake.

Tip: Keep the paper in its packaging until you are ready to go outside as it
starts reacting to light straight away!

Nature Sun Prints

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS
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You don't need to pack any art supplies to draw at Turon Gates. Once your
campfire has died down, you already have everything you need! Use your
charcoal to sketch the scenery, the wildlife, or your family.

What to do:
Option 1: Once your campfire has completely cooled in the morning, pick out
a piece of charcoal from the ash and start drawing. Be sure to get an adult to
make sure the fire is completely cool first. 
Option 2: Hold a thick stick over the flame until the end chars and blackens,
then set it aside to cool completely before drawing with it.

All you need is some paper and you're ready to go!

Charcoal Drawing

CREATIVE NATURE CRAFTS
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Learning to build a campfire is one of the most important bush skills you can
have. At Turon Gates, campfires are part of the magic, so why not learn to do it
properly? Grab a grown-up and get started!

What you need to gather:
Tinder: dry leaves, bark, or grass to get the flame started
Kindling: small thin sticks to build the fire up
Fuel: larger logs to keep it going

How to build your fire:
1.Clear a patch of ground and arrange some rocks in a circle to contain your

fire.
2.Place a small pile of tinder in the centre.
3.Build a small pyramid of kindling around the tinder, leaving gaps for air to

flow through.
4.Ask a grown-up to light the tinder at the base.
5.Once the kindling catches, slowly add larger sticks and logs.
6.Never leave your fire unattended and always make sure it is completely

out before going to bed.
Important: Always check fire restrictions before lighting up. Campfires are not
permitted on total fire ban days.

Learn to Make a
Fire Safely

BUSH SKILLS
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Make damper

BUSH SKILLS

Damper is traditional Australian bush bread that has been cooked over
campfires for hundreds of years. It only needs a few ingredients and tastes
amazing fresh off the fire. Give it a go!

What you will need:
2 cups of self raising flour
A pinch of salt
Water
A long sturdy stick

What to do:
1.Mix the flour and salt together, then slowly add water a little at a time until

you have a soft dough that isn't too sticky.
2.Find a long sturdy stick and peel the bark off the end.
3.Pull off a handful of dough and wrap it around the end of the stick in a

long sausage shape, pressing it firmly so it doesn't fall off.
4.Hold it over the hot coals (not the flames) and rotate slowly until golden

brown all over.
5.Slide it off the stick and eat while warm!

Tip: Try eating it with butter and golden syrup for the full classic experience!
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Camp cooking

BUSH SKILLS

Did you know that food cooked over a campfire tastes about a hundred times
better than food cooked at home? It's true. Get yourself a stick and get
involved!

Some things to try:

Sausages on a stick: Skewer a sausage on a long stick and hold it over the
coals, turning slowly until cooked through. Sauce optional but recommended.

Foil wrapped potatoes: Rub a potato in butter and salt, wrap it tightly in foil,
and ask a grown-up to bury it in the coals for around 45 minutes. Unwrap
carefully and add cheese and sour cream on top.

Corn on the cob: Wrap in foil with butter and salt and cook in the coals for
around 20 minutes.
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Practice Knots

BUSH SKILLS

Knowing how to tie a good knot is one of the most useful outdoor skills you
can have. Practice these two classics and you'll be ahead of most adults!

The Square Knot is good for: tying two ropes together or securing a bundle.
1.Hold one rope end in each hand.
2.Cross the right end over the left and tuck it underneath.
3.Now cross the left end over the right and tuck it underneath.
4.Pull both ends tight. If it looks symmetrical and flat, you've done it!

Tip: www.animatedknots.com has great tutorial videos!
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Roasting
Marshmallows

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

No camping trip is complete without toasting marshmallows over the fire. Find
yourself a good stick, get the marshmallow golden on the outside and gooey
in the middle, and you have one of the best things you will ever eat. Fact.

How to make s'mores:
1.Toast your marshmallow over the coals until golden and soft all the way

through.
2.Sandwich it between two plain biscuits with a piece of chocolate.
3.Press together and let the heat melt the chocolate slightly.
4.Try not to eat ten of them!
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Campfire Guitar

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

There is something about a campfire that makes even the simplest strumming
sound amazing. If someone in your group plays guitar, get them to bring it
along and see how many songs you can all sing together. Don't know the
words? Make them up. Out of tune? Nobody cares.

Bonus challenge:
Write a Song: Make up your own song about your Turon Gates trip. It can be
about the river, the wildlife, the food, or anything else from your adventure.
Perform it on the last night around the fire!
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Campfire Talent
Show

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

When the sun goes down and the fire is going, it's time to find out who the real
stars of the trip are. Everyone gets a turn, no excuses. Singing, dancing, joke
telling, impressions, magic tricks, made up poetry, or whatever else you've got.
The more ridiculous the better.

How to run your show:
1.Pick someone to be the host and announce each act.
2.Everyone performs their act one at a time.
3.The audience scores each performance out of ten.
4.Crown your Turon Gates champion!

Some ideas if you're stuck:
Tell your best (worst) joke
Do your best animal impression
Perform a magic trick
Recite a poem about the trip
Show off your best dance move
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Shadow Puppets

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

All you need is a torch and a tent wall or sheet and you have your very own
shadow puppet theatre. Master a few basic shapes and then put on a show for
everyone in the tent. Silly stories, spooky stories, or completely made up
nonsense, it's up to you.

Some shapes to try:
Dog: Hold your hand flat, curl your little finger down, and tuck your thumb
underneath.
Bird: Cross your hands at the wrists and flap your fingers slowly up and
down.
Rabbit: Make a fist and point your first two fingers straight up for the ears.
Crocodile: Hold both hands flat and snap them together like jaws.

Bonus challenge: Put on a full campfire story using only shadow puppets.
Can you make your audience scream or laugh?
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Sparkler Shapes

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

Grab a sparkler, wait for dark, and start drawing. Write your name, trace a star,
draw a smiley face, or just go wild with zigzags and spirals. The faster you
move, the better it looks!

Bonus challenge:
Sparkler Photography: If someone has a camera, switch it to a long exposure
setting and photograph the shapes you draw. The light trails show up in the
photo and the results look incredible!

Always hold sparklers at arm's length, never point them at anyone, and drop
them into a bucket of water when they are finished.
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Flashlight Tag

CAMPFIRE FUN & NIGHT ACTIVITIES

When the sun goes down at Turon Gates it gets properly dark, which makes
torch tag about ten times more exciting than playing it at home. One person is
"it" and has to tag everyone else by shining their torch on them. Everyone
else? Run, hide, and don't get caught.

How to play:
1.Set boundaries before you start so everyone knows how far they can go.
2.The person who is "it" closes their eyes and counts to 30 while everyone

hides.
3.To tag someone, shine your torch directly on them and call out their name.
4.The first person tagged becomes "it" for the next round.

Variation: Turn it into a team game where one team hides and the other has to
find them before a timer runs out.
Always make sure a grown-up knows where you are playing and never
wander past the boundaries on your own.
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Hide and Seek

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

You already know how to play. But trust us, hiding behind a tree in the dark is
a completely different experience to hiding behind the couch at home. Turon
Gates takes this classic game to a whole new level.

Bonus challenge:
Sardines: One person hides and everyone else searches for them separately.
When you find them, squeeze in and hide with them without giving the spot
away. The last person to find everyone loses!
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Frisbee

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

Pack a frisbee and head to an open patch of grass for a classic game of toss.
Simple, fun, and somehow always ends up being more competitive than
expected.

Some games to try:

Frisbee Golf: Set up targets around the campsite, like trees, rocks, or chairs,
and take turns trying to hit them with the frisbee. Lowest score wins.

Ultimate Frisbee: Split into two teams and try to pass the frisbee down the
field and catch it in the other team's end zone. No running while holding it!

Monkey in the Middle: One person stands in the middle and tries to intercept
the frisbee while two others throw it back and forth.
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Footy or Ball
Games

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

Grab a ball, find a flat patch of grass, and just go for it. Sometimes the best
games are the ones with no rules at all.

Some ideas to get you started:

Keepings Off: Split into two teams and try to keep the ball away from the
other team for as long as possible.

Kick to Kick: Line up facing each other and see how far apart you can get
while still making the mark. One drop and you take a step forward!

Goalposts: Set up two sticks or jumpers as goals and take turns trying to kick
the ball through from different distances.
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Board Games

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

Rainy day? Everyone tired from a big day of adventures? Pull out the board
games and settle in. Some of the best holiday memories happen around a
table with nowhere else to be.
Some classics to pack:

Uno
Chess or Checkers
Scrabble
Exploding Kittens

Did you know? There is a Blue Mountains Monopoly that actually features
Turon Gates! Ask the manager if you'd like to buy a copy, or grab the one
already in your cabin and see if you can build a property empire right here
where you're staying.
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Card Games

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

A single deck of cards is one of the best things you can pack for a camping
trip. Tiny to carry, endless to play.

Some games to try:
Snap
Go Fish
Rummy
Uno (if you have the deck)
Spit
500

Don't know how to play any of these? Ask a grown-up, or look them up before
you leave home and arrive ready to teach everyone else!
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Charades

GAMES & FAMILY FUN

No equipment needed, no setup required. Just take turns acting out words or
phrases while everyone else shouts out guesses. Simple, silly, and guaranteed
to end in arguments about whether that was actually a good mime or not.

Some camping themed ideas to get you started:
Setting up a tent
Swatting a mozzie
Reeling in a fish
Spotting a kangaroo
Falling off a slackline
Roasting a marshmallow
Getting your sleeping bag stuck

How to play: One person acts, everyone else guesses. No talking, no pointing
at objects, no mouthing the words. First person to guess correctly gets the
next turn!
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Reading

RELAX & WIND-DOWN

There is something extra special about being read to around a campfire or by
torchlight in a sleeping bag. Pick a good book, get comfortable, and take turns
reading a chapter each. Spooky stories work particularly well after dark.

Some tips for a great reading session:
Do different voices for different characters
Build suspense by slowing down at the exciting parts
Stop at a cliffhanger and make everyone wait until tomorrow night to find
out what happens
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Hammock hang
out

RELAX & WIND-DOWN

Find two good trees, string up your hammock, and do absolutely nothing for a
while. Bring a book, have a chat, stare up at the sky through the leaves, or just
close your eyes and listen to the bush. Sometimes the best activity is no
activity at all.

Bonus challenge:
Cloud Watching: Lie back and see who can spot the most interesting cloud
shapes. Animals, faces, objects, the weirder the better.
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Outdoor Movie
Night

RELAX & WIND-DOWN

Hang a white sheet between two trees, set up a projector or laptop, pile up the
blankets and pillows, and you have your very own outdoor cinema under the
stars. Popcorn is non-negotiable.

Tips for the best setup:
Wait until it is properly dark for the best picture quality
String up fairy lights around your screen for extra atmosphere
Pick a movie everyone agrees on before the sun goes down to avoid
arguments
Bring extra blankets because it gets cold at Turon Gates once the sun
disappears
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Animal Bingo

BONUS: ANIMAL BINGO

How many native animals can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go!
Think you've spotted a platypus? Snap your best photo and show it to the
team! If you've captured a really good one, you might be in for a special prize...
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KANGAROOPLATYPUS

GOANNA MAGPIE

CRIMSON ROSELLA WATER DRAGON WALLABY

WELCOME SWALLOW

WOOD DUCK



Animal Bingo

BONUS: ANIMAL BINGO

How many native animals can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go!
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RAKALI KOOKABURRA

NANKEEN NIGHT HERON RAINBOW LORIKEET POSSUM

DRAGONFLY

SUPERB FAIRY-WREN ECHIDNA BLUE-TONGUE LIZARD



Extra Bingo

BONUS: ANIMAL BINGO

How many of these can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go!
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GUMNUTS EUCALYPTUS LEAVES

BIRD FEATHERANIMAL TRACKSWOMBAT POO

TRACTOR

ANT NEST (DON’T TOUCH THIS) CICADA SHELLS BUTTERFLY
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	Visit the Horses
	Head down to the stables and say hello to the horses!
	If you've booked a pony ride, your guide can show you how to give the horses a carrot as a treat. The trick is to hold your hand out flat like an open palm with your fingers tucked under, so the horse can't accidentally nip them.
	Horses can get excited around food, so always have an adult with you, never feed a horse unless it's calm and being held by someone, and never walk behind a horse.

	Animal Spotting
	Bring binoculars or just keep your eyes peeled - see who can spot the most wildlife on your walk. Don’t forget to look in the water as well for platypus and rakali and other native animals. Beyond the water, you might also spot eastern grey kangaroos grazing in the grasslands, swamp wallabies hiding in the bush, or echidnas poking through leaf litter for ants. In trees, keep an eye out for kookaburras, possums, gliding sugar gliders at night, or colourful parrots like rosellas and king parrots. Waterbirds such as black swans, dusky moorhens, and white-faced herons are commonly seen, and if you're quiet, you might even glimpse a powerful owl or a tawny frogmouth nestled in the branches.

	Feed the Chickens
	Keep your fruit and vegetable kitchen scraps and visit the chickens near the horse stables.
	Safe Foods for Chickens:  • Vegetables & fruits • Grains like plain cooked rice, oatmeal, bread in moderation (as it lacks nutrients), and plain pasta in moderation.
	Foods to Avoid:  • Avocado skins and pits • Green (unripe) potatoes and tomatoes • Onions and garlic • Citrus fruits, rhubarb leaves, uncooked beans • Processed foods: Avoid salty, sugary, or greasy scraps like chips, chocolate, or sugary cereals.

	Canoeing
	Paddle along the river in a canoe and enjoy a mini adventure on the water.
	You might see a platypus diving below, a rakali scurrying along the bank, or a kingfisher perched above the water so keep your eyes open! Safety first: always bring an adult with you and bring life jackets.
	You can bring your own canoe or kayak, or hire one from our on-site team: head to the Manager's Cabin or The Caretaker's House and (just check the sign to see who's on duty when you visit).

	Fishing
	Cast a line in the Turon River and see what you catch - it’s a peaceful way to enjoy nature and maybe even catch some dinner! The river is home to fish like rainbow trout, brown trout and sometimes you might be lucky enough to spot a Murray cod. Before you start fishing, make sure you have your NSW fishing licence and know the fishing seasons - some fish need protecting during certain times of the year to keep their numbers healthy. Always follow the rules about size and how many fish you can keep, and if you catch a small or protected fish, gently release it back into the water so it can grow and swim another day.

	Swimming
	Nothing beats a splash in the river to cool down after a day in the sun! The Turon River is a super fun spot to jump in, paddle around, and splash with your family. Always check with a grown-up before jumping in, and never swim alone.
	Swimming games:
	Marco Polo One player closes their eyes and calls out “Marco!” Everyone else shouts “Polo!” The player with closed eyes tries to tag someone by following the sound. If you're tagged, you become the next "Marco!"
	Red Light, Green Light One player is the "traffic light" and stands with their back to the group. They shout “Green light!” - everyone swims forward. Then they shout “Red light!” and turn around. Anyone who moves during “red light” goes back to the start. First to tag the light wins!


	Stand Up Paddle Boarding
	For older kids, Stand Up Paddle Boarding is a brilliant challenge - you'll need to bring your own board from home. Once you're on the water, it's all about balance and strength, and a great way to explore the calm stretches of the river. For bonus points, try balancing with the dog!

	Snorkeling
	Pop on some goggles and dive into an underwater adventure in the Turon River! As you swim and explore beneath the surface, keep your eyes peeled for all kinds of fascinating creatures and treasures. You might spot colourful fish like rainbow trout or brown trout darting between rocks, or tiny tadpoles wiggling in the shallows as they grow into frogs. Look closely at the riverbed and you might find smooth, shiny stones, or even water insects like dragonfly nymphs scuttling about. If you’re very lucky and quiet, you might catch a glimpse of a rakali swimming gracefully or platypus paddling underwater with its flat bill and webbed feet.

	Skipping stones
	Find the perfect flat stone and see who can get the most skips - it's harder (and more fun) than it looks!
	How to skip a stone:
	Pick the right stone – Look for flat, round, smooth stones (about the size of your palm). Skip the lumpy or boulder-shaped ones!
	Grip it right – Hold the stone between your thumb and index finger, with the flattest side facing down.
	Stand sideways – Face the water at a slight angle (not straight on).
	Throw low and fast – Flick your wrist quickly and smoothly (like throwing a frisbee). The stone should spin fast—this helps it skip!
	Aim for the water – Throw slightly downward (not too high) to make the stone bounce.

	Pro tips:
	Wet stones skip better! If your stone is dry, dip it in the water first.
	Try different throws – Some stones skip best with a gentle flick, others need a stronger throw.
	Count your skips! See who can get 3, 5, or even 10 skips—it’s trickier than it looks!
	Bonus challenge: Can you skip a stone across the widest part of the creek?


	Water Gun Fights
	Bring some water blasters for epic battles on hot days at the river.
	Game Ideas for Water Gun Fun:
	Target Practice
	Set up cups, leaves, or even pinecones as targets.
	Take turns seeing who can knock them over first!
	Bonus: Use chalk to draw bullseyes on rocks or logs.
	Capture the Flag (Water Style!)
	Split into two teams and hide a "flag" (a bandana or small towel) in your territory.
	The goal? Sneak into enemy land, grab their flag, and escape without getting soaked!
	If you get hit, freeze until a teammate "revives" you by tagging you.

	What you will need:
	What to do:

	Map and Navigation
	Turn your bushwalk into a real adventure - you’re in charge of the adventure!
	Read the map: Find trail markers and landmarks (rivers, hills, big trees).
	Pick your path: Choose between the short or long loop together.
	Check in often: Stop every few minutes to confirm you’re still on the red trail and spot the next marker.
	Use your senses: Listen for the creek, smell the eucalyptus, and look for animal tracks or burrows.
	Mistakes happen: Laugh and try again - it’s all part of the fun!
	Fun challenges:
	Can you find the fastest route to the creek?
	Can you spot three things in real life that are also on the map?
	Can you find the next three trail markers without help? Race to see who spots them first!

	Night-Time Walk
	Night-time Walk – Grab your torch and head out for a quiet wander - listen for crickets, owls, or the rustle of a wombat or kangaroo.Be sure to bring an adult with you!
	Bonus games:
	Flashlight Tag: A classic game of tag where the person who is "it" tags others by shining a light on them.
	Flashlight Hide-and-Seek: Similar to regular hide-and-seek, but players hide with flashlights turned off.


	Geocaching
	It’s like a real-world treasure hunt with a GPS - download the app and see what’s hidden nearby!
	How to play: Pick a cache, read the clues, and search under benches, in tree hollows, or by big rocks.
	Sign the log inside to prove you found it!
	Trade swag (optional) - take a trinket, but leave something cool behind.
	Bring a buddy for teamwork and extra eyes!
	Why it’s fun: Turn a walk into a detective mission - you might discover hidden gems in Turon Gates or the Blue Mountains!

	Bike Riding
	Bring your own bike and explore on two wheels - there's nothing like a ride through the fresh country air! Bikes are great for getting around between the river cabins, the mountain cabins, the campground, and the stables.
	A heads up for parents: The Crown Road that runs through the property is used by locals and other vehicles, has an unsealed surface, can be steep, and has some drop-offs in sections so we don't recommend using it on bikes, especially during school holidays. Please stick to the flat, open areas around the cabins and campground.
	Bonus games:  Race your crew – Set a finish line (a big tree or rock) and see who's the fastest! Cruise at your own pace – Take it slow and enjoy the fresh air and gorgeous scenery at Turon.

	Cloud watching
	Cloud Watching – Lie on your back, point out funny shapes in the clouds, and let your imaginations go wild.
	Bonus game: Make up a story – Turn the clouds into a wild adventure with a beginning, middle, and end.
	How to Play
	How to Stargaze
	How to Map the Constellations


	Photography in nature
	Grab a camera or phone and head out to capture Turon Gates through your own lens. There is so much to discover, from kangaroos grazing by the river to tiny lizards sunning themselves on rocks. Every corner of the property is a potential shot worth keeping. Print your best photos when you get home and make a photo album to remember the trip!
	Bonus challenges: Creature Feature: Try to photograph as many different animals as you can. Who can get the most species by the end of the trip? Tiny World: Get up close and photograph something really small, like an insect, a flower, or a drop of water on a leaf. You might be surprised what you find!

	Gold panning
	Did you know that Turon Gates sits in one of Australia’s most famous gold rush regions? Borrow a pan from the Manager's Cabin or The Caretaker's House (check the sign to see who's on duty) and head down to the river to try your luck. Swirl the water, watch the sediment wash away, and keep your eyes peeled for that telltale glint.
	How to Pan for Gold:  1. Scoop some sand and gravel from the riverbed into your pan.  2. Dip the pan into the water and swirl it gently in a circular motion.  3. Let the water wash away the lighter sand and dirt over the edge.  4. Keep going until only the heaviest material is left at the bottom.  5. Look carefully for any shiny specks. That could be gold!

	Scavenger Hunt
	Head out and see how many things you can track down! Tick them off as you find them and see if you can complete the whole list. Check the back of the booklet for bonus Animal Bingo!
	∙ A feather  ∙ Something smaller than your thumbnail  ∙ Something that is two different colours  ∙ Something yellow  ∙ A piece of bark that has fallen from a tree  ∙ Something that would make a good paintbrush  ∙ A tree that has been scratched by an animal  ∙ Something that doesn’t belong in nature (pick it up and bin it!)  ∙ A place a wombat might sleep  ∙ Something blue  ∙ A rock with an interesting pattern  ∙ Something that smells amazing  ∙ A horse shoe  ∙Something transparent

	Slacklining
	Find two trees close together, string up your slackline as low to the ground as possible, and give it a go! Even one or two steps is worth celebrating - this is harder than it looks and that's exactly what makes it so fun. You'll need to bring your own slackline from home.
	Bonus challenges:
	Beat the Clock: Time how long each person can balance without falling off. Can anyone beat their own record?
	Trick Line: Once you've mastered walking across, try turning around halfway, walking backwards, or closing your eyes for a few steps.


	Rock Painting
	Did you know you can make your own natural paint using rocks? Collect rocks in different colours, grind them against a wet stone, and the paste that forms is your paint! Look out for red, yellow, and white rocks along the riverbank for the best colours. Indigenous Australians have been making paint this way for tens of thousands of years.
	What to bring:
	Paintbrushes or cotton buds
	A small cup or container for water
	Bonus challenge: Face Paint: Use your rock paint to paint each other's faces or arms. Who can come up with the most creative design?


	Nature Rubbings
	Lay a piece of paper over a leaf, a piece of bark, or even a rock and rub a crayon over the top. The texture underneath magically appears on the page! Turon Gates has so many interesting surfaces to try, from the rough bark of ancient gum trees to smooth river stones and feathers.
	What to bring:
	Paper
	Crayons (peeling the wrapper off makes them easier to use on their side) or pencils
	Bonus challenge: Texture Collection: See how many different textures you can capture on one page. Can you fill the whole sheet without using the same surface twice?


	Flower Pressing
	What you’ll need:
	Fresh flowers or leaves
	Heavy books or a flower press
	Paper (printer paper or coffee filters)
	Scissors (optional)

	What to do:
	Collect: Pick flat flowers/leaves (daisies, gum leaves, ferns).
	Prepare: Brush off dirt, trim stems, and arrange petals neatly.
	Press:
	Place flowers between paper sheets.
	Layer in a book or use a flower press.
	Wait: 1–2 weeks for books, 3–7 days for microwave.
	Create: Glue dried flowers onto cardstock for bookmarks, cards, or framed art!
	Tip: Pick flowers in the morning for best results. Avoid thick leaves because they won’t press well!


	Flower Crowns
	Head out and gather wildflowers, grasses, and leaves from around the property, then weave them into your very own crown. It's easier than it looks and the results are beautiful. Instant bushland royalty!
	How to make your crown:
	Pick wildflowers with stems as long as possible.
	Take your first flower and split the stem partway to create a small hole.
	Thread the stem of your next flower through the hole and pull snug.
	Keep adding flowers the same way until your chain is long enough to fit around your head.
	Join the two ends together by threading the last stem through the first flower's stem.
	Tip: Grasses and leafy stems work just as well as flowers and make the crown look even more wild and bushy!
	Inspired by www.runwildmychild.com


	Drawing or painting nature
	Step outside and set up your own open air art studio. With mountains, the river, towering gum trees, and wildlife wandering past, you'll never run out of things to draw or paint. Take your finished pieces home and you have a holiday art collection to be proud of!
	What to bring:
	Sketchbook or paper
	Pencils, watercolours, or whatever you like to draw with
	Bonus challenge: Holiday Collection: Try to draw or paint something different each day of your trip. By the time you leave you'll have your own Turon Gates art exhibition!


	Build a fairy house
	Turon Gates is exactly the kind of magical place where fairies might live. Head out and collect moss, bark, twigs, leaves, and any other natural treasures you find, then build a tiny house and leave it out overnight. You never know who might move in!
	What to do:
	Find a good spot, tucked against a tree root, under a rock, or beside the river bank.
	Use sticks and bark to build your walls and roof.
	Line the inside with soft moss and leaves to make it cosy.
	Add any finishing touches, a tiny door, a pebble path, a leaf garden.
	Leave it overnight and check back in the morning for any signs of visitors!
	Tip: The more detail you add, the more likely a fairy is to move in. Tiny furniture made from twigs and flat rocks makes an especially good impression.


	Branch Weaving
	Find a sturdy Y-shaped stick and turn it into a loom. Weave in yarn, ribbon, or twine, and add feathers, grasses, or flowers you find along the way to make it unique. It's a beautiful keepsake to take home from your trip!
	What you will need:
	A sturdy Y-shaped stick
	String
	Yarn, ribbon or twine in different colours
	Scissors
	An embroidery needle or hair pin

	What to do:
	Tie string across the V of your stick back and forth in a figure of eight pattern, leaving small gaps between each row. This is your loom.
	Thread your yarn through the needle and weave it in and out of the strings, alternating over and under each row.
	Change colours as you go, and weave in any natural treasures you find, like feathers, leaves or grasses.
	Tuck in any loose ends at the back when you are done.
	Inspired by www.mudandbloom.com


	Nature Sun Prints
	Charcoal Drawing
	Learn to Make a Fire Safely
	Learning to build a campfire is one of the most important bush skills you can have. At Turon Gates, campfires are part of the magic, so why not learn to do it properly? Grab a grown-up and get started!
	What you need to gather:
	Tinder: dry leaves, bark, or grass to get the flame started
	Kindling: small thin sticks to build the fire up
	Fuel: larger logs to keep it going

	How to build your fire:
	Clear a patch of ground and arrange some rocks in a circle to contain your fire.
	Place a small pile of tinder in the centre.
	Build a small pyramid of kindling around the tinder, leaving gaps for air to flow through.
	Ask a grown-up to light the tinder at the base.
	Once the kindling catches, slowly add larger sticks and logs.
	Never leave your fire unattended and always make sure it is completely out before going to bed.
	Important: Always check fire restrictions before lighting up. Campfires are not permitted on total fire ban days.


	Make damper
	Damper is traditional Australian bush bread that has been cooked over campfires for hundreds of years. It only needs a few ingredients and tastes amazing fresh off the fire. Give it a go!
	What you will need:
	2 cups of self raising flour
	A pinch of salt
	Water
	A long sturdy stick

	What to do:
	Mix the flour and salt together, then slowly add water a little at a time until you have a soft dough that isn't too sticky.
	Find a long sturdy stick and peel the bark off the end.
	Pull off a handful of dough and wrap it around the end of the stick in a long sausage shape, pressing it firmly so it doesn't fall off.
	Hold it over the hot coals (not the flames) and rotate slowly until golden brown all over.
	Slide it off the stick and eat while warm!
	Tip: Try eating it with butter and golden syrup for the full classic experience!


	Camp cooking
	Did you know that food cooked over a campfire tastes about a hundred times better than food cooked at home? It's true. Get yourself a stick and get involved!
	Some things to try:
	Sausages on a stick: Skewer a sausage on a long stick and hold it over the coals, turning slowly until cooked through. Sauce optional but recommended.
	Foil wrapped potatoes: Rub a potato in butter and salt, wrap it tightly in foil, and ask a grown-up to bury it in the coals for around 45 minutes. Unwrap carefully and add cheese and sour cream on top.
	Corn on the cob: Wrap in foil with butter and salt and cook in the coals for around 20 minutes.


	Practice Knots
	Knowing how to tie a good knot is one of the most useful outdoor skills you can have. Practice these two classics and you'll be ahead of most adults!
	The Square Knot is good for: tying two ropes together or securing a bundle.
	Hold one rope end in each hand.
	Cross the right end over the left and tuck it underneath.
	Now cross the left end over the right and tuck it underneath.
	Pull both ends tight. If it looks symmetrical and flat, you've done it!
	Tip: www.animatedknots.com has great tutorial videos!

	Roasting Marshmallows
	No camping trip is complete without toasting marshmallows over the fire. Find yourself a good stick, get the marshmallow golden on the outside and gooey in the middle, and you have one of the best things you will ever eat. Fact.
	How to make s'mores:
	Toast your marshmallow over the coals until golden and soft all the way through.
	Sandwich it between two plain biscuits with a piece of chocolate.
	Press together and let the heat melt the chocolate slightly.
	Try not to eat ten of them!


	Campfire Guitar
	There is something about a campfire that makes even the simplest strumming sound amazing. If someone in your group plays guitar, get them to bring it along and see how many songs you can all sing together. Don't know the words? Make them up. Out of tune? Nobody cares.
	Bonus challenge: Write a Song: Make up your own song about your Turon Gates trip. It can be about the river, the wildlife, the food, or anything else from your adventure. Perform it on the last night around the fire!

	Campfire Talent Show
	When the sun goes down and the fire is going, it's time to find out who the real stars of the trip are. Everyone gets a turn, no excuses. Singing, dancing, joke telling, impressions, magic tricks, made up poetry, or whatever else you've got. The more ridiculous the better.
	How to run your show:
	Pick someone to be the host and announce each act.
	Everyone performs their act one at a time.
	The audience scores each performance out of ten.
	Crown your Turon Gates champion!

	Some ideas if you're stuck:
	Tell your best (worst) joke
	Do your best animal impression
	Perform a magic trick
	Recite a poem about the trip
	Show off your best dance move


	Shadow Puppets
	All you need is a torch and a tent wall or sheet and you have your very own shadow puppet theatre. Master a few basic shapes and then put on a show for everyone in the tent. Silly stories, spooky stories, or completely made up nonsense, it's up to you.
	Some shapes to try:
	Dog: Hold your hand flat, curl your little finger down, and tuck your thumb underneath.
	Bird: Cross your hands at the wrists and flap your fingers slowly up and down.
	Rabbit: Make a fist and point your first two fingers straight up for the ears.
	Crocodile: Hold both hands flat and snap them together like jaws.
	Bonus challenge: Put on a full campfire story using only shadow puppets. Can you make your audience scream or laugh?


	Sparkler Shapes
	Grab a sparkler, wait for dark, and start drawing. Write your name, trace a star, draw a smiley face, or just go wild with zigzags and spirals. The faster you move, the better it looks!
	Bonus challenge: Sparkler Photography: If someone has a camera, switch it to a long exposure setting and photograph the shapes you draw. The light trails show up in the photo and the results look incredible!
	Always hold sparklers at arm's length, never point them at anyone, and drop them into a bucket of water when they are finished.

	Flashlight Tag
	When the sun goes down at Turon Gates it gets properly dark, which makes torch tag about ten times more exciting than playing it at home. One person is "it" and has to tag everyone else by shining their torch on them. Everyone else? Run, hide, and don't get caught.
	How to play:
	Set boundaries before you start so everyone knows how far they can go.
	The person who is "it" closes their eyes and counts to 30 while everyone hides.
	To tag someone, shine your torch directly on them and call out their name.
	The first person tagged becomes "it" for the next round.
	Variation: Turn it into a team game where one team hides and the other has to find them before a timer runs out. Always make sure a grown-up knows where you are playing and never wander past the boundaries on your own.


	Hide and Seek
	You already know how to play. But trust us, hiding behind a tree in the dark is a completely different experience to hiding behind the couch at home. Turon Gates takes this classic game to a whole new level.
	Bonus challenge: Sardines: One person hides and everyone else searches for them separately. When you find them, squeeze in and hide with them without giving the spot away. The last person to find everyone loses!

	Frisbee
	Pack a frisbee and head to an open patch of grass for a classic game of toss. Simple, fun, and somehow always ends up being more competitive than expected.
	Some games to try:
	Frisbee Golf: Set up targets around the campsite, like trees, rocks, or chairs, and take turns trying to hit them with the frisbee. Lowest score wins.
	Ultimate Frisbee: Split into two teams and try to pass the frisbee down the field and catch it in the other team's end zone. No running while holding it!
	Monkey in the Middle: One person stands in the middle and tries to intercept the frisbee while two others throw it back and forth.


	Footy or Ball Games
	Grab a ball, find a flat patch of grass, and just go for it. Sometimes the best games are the ones with no rules at all.
	Some ideas to get you started:
	Keepings Off: Split into two teams and try to keep the ball away from the other team for as long as possible.
	Kick to Kick: Line up facing each other and see how far apart you can get while still making the mark. One drop and you take a step forward!
	Goalposts: Set up two sticks or jumpers as goals and take turns trying to kick the ball through from different distances.


	Board Games
	Rainy day? Everyone tired from a big day of adventures? Pull out the board games and settle in. Some of the best holiday memories happen around a table with nowhere else to be. Some classics to pack:
	Uno
	Chess or Checkers
	Scrabble
	Exploding Kittens
	Did you know? There is a Blue Mountains Monopoly that actually features Turon Gates! Ask the manager if you'd like to buy a copy, or grab the one already in your cabin and see if you can build a property empire right here where you're staying.

	Card Games
	A single deck of cards is one of the best things you can pack for a camping trip. Tiny to carry, endless to play.
	Some games to try:
	Snap
	Go Fish
	Rummy
	Uno (if you have the deck)
	Spit
	500
	Don't know how to play any of these? Ask a grown-up, or look them up before you leave home and arrive ready to teach everyone else!


	Charades
	No equipment needed, no setup required. Just take turns acting out words or phrases while everyone else shouts out guesses. Simple, silly, and guaranteed to end in arguments about whether that was actually a good mime or not.
	Some camping themed ideas to get you started:
	Setting up a tent
	Swatting a mozzie
	Reeling in a fish
	Spotting a kangaroo
	Falling off a slackline
	Roasting a marshmallow
	Getting your sleeping bag stuck
	How to play: One person acts, everyone else guesses. No talking, no pointing at objects, no mouthing the words. First person to guess correctly gets the next turn!

	Reading
	There is something extra special about being read to around a campfire or by torchlight in a sleeping bag. Pick a good book, get comfortable, and take turns reading a chapter each. Spooky stories work particularly well after dark.
	Some tips for a great reading session:
	Do different voices for different characters
	Build suspense by slowing down at the exciting parts
	Stop at a cliffhanger and make everyone wait until tomorrow night to find out what happens


	Hammock hang out
	Find two good trees, string up your hammock, and do absolutely nothing for a while. Bring a book, have a chat, stare up at the sky through the leaves, or just close your eyes and listen to the bush. Sometimes the best activity is no activity at all.
	Bonus challenge: Cloud Watching: Lie back and see who can spot the most interesting cloud shapes. Animals, faces, objects, the weirder the better.

	Outdoor Movie Night
	Hang a white sheet between two trees, set up a projector or laptop, pile up the blankets and pillows, and you have your very own outdoor cinema under the stars. Popcorn is non-negotiable.
	Tips for the best setup:
	Wait until it is properly dark for the best picture quality
	String up fairy lights around your screen for extra atmosphere
	Pick a movie everyone agrees on before the sun goes down to avoid arguments
	Bring extra blankets because it gets cold at Turon Gates once the sun disappears


	Animal Bingo
	How many native animals can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go! Think you've spotted a platypus? Snap your best photo and show it to the team! If you've captured a really good one, you might be in for a special prize...

	Animal Bingo
	How many native animals can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go!

	Extra Bingo
	How many of these can you spot at Turon? Tick them off as you go!


